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NEWSLETTER NO. 12– 4th December 2020 

Principal’s Messages: 

Dear families, 

As we enter advent this week, the staff and children have 

enjoyed the opportunity to give the academy a festive feel. I 

enjoyed seeing their marvellously decked classrooms and the 

hand-crafted creations on each tree; we will be having a real tree 

on our playground, with each class contributing more handmade 

items to adorn the branches. We will be able to share this with 

you when we video our carols around the tree at the end of term. 

Our video to welcome new families, and provide a ‘virtual tour’ 

while we are unable to welcome visitors, is available on our 

website. If you, or someone you know, has a child due to start in 

Reception in September 2021, please remember that 

applications need to be made by Friday 15th January and you 

can apply online or download forms at https://www.iow.gov.uk/

Residents/Schools-and-Learning/School-Admissions/Primary-

School-Sept-2021  

Advent is a time of preparation and we are preparing to carry out 

our end of term assessments of children next week. It has been 

pleasing to see how well the children have returned to school life 

over the last term and we hope that the hard work will be evident 

in some positive test outcomes. We will update you in the New 

Year when we arrange our next round of consultation meetings. 

Thank you to everyone who entered, or donated prizes to our 

Christmas raffle. We really appreciate your support and hope the 

prizes make a welcome gift to the winners. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Mobley 

Enjoy and Achieve in the Presence of 

God 

Wisdom ~ Endurance ~ Friendship 

Worship Theme: Truth 

Prayer of the week: Standing Up for 

Truth 

Father God, 

Please help us to have the courage 
to stand up for the things we know 

to be right.. 

Amen 

 

Weekly Attendance Update 

Whole School attendance from 2nd September:  96.3%  

Congratulations to Year 1 with the best attendance of 98.9% 

for last week. The National attendance figure is 96% (2018-

19) and we remain above this; let’s keep it up! 

Thank you for your on-going support with sending children 

in to school when they are well; please call us if you have 

any questions or concerns. Or go to  

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill

 Week ending           

27/11/2020 

Compared to the 

previous week 

Reception 97.4%  

Year 1 98.9%  

Year 2 94.8%  

Year 3 96.2% = 

Year 4 88.5%  

Year 5 95.0%  

Year 6 90.6%  

Important dates for this half term 

4/12 Deadline to return raffle tickets 

9/12 Pupil flu vaccinations 

10/12 Christmas raffle draw  

11/12 Deadline to return Christmas 

party and dinner choices 

18/12 Christmas Jumper Day, Service 

and Carols Around the Tree 

21/12 Christmas Party Day - wear 

party clothes to school 

22/12 Onesies and Wellies Day 

School Christmas lunch: last 

day of term 

Wednesday 23rd December to Sunday 

3rd January – Christmas holiday 
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https://www.iow.gov.uk/Residents/Schools-and-Learning/School-Admissions/Primary-School-Sept-2021
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Academy open day video 

Children may have mentioned that they had seen a man filming around the academy last week. This was 

to enable us to make a video about the academy to show parents of children looking to choose their     

primary school ready for starting reception in September next year. If you would like to view the video 

please use this link: https://vimeo.com/482585679 Thank you to Ian Plested and to all our staff and 

children for showing our school to any potential new families. 

 

      Christmas Joy!  

 

We have lots of exciting events taking place that we want    

to let you  know about ... 

 

 

 

 

Monday 7th- Tues 22nd Dec: We will be attempting to walk to ‘The North Pole’ – by walking around our school 

field to the equivalent mileage! Every lap counts towards our grand total. 

ALL CHILDREN NEED SUITABLE WALKING BOOTS OR WELLIES EACH DAY. THEY NEED TO BE BROUGHT 

IN A PLASTIC CARRIER BAG—PLEASE CHECK THEY ARE NAMED! 

 

Christmas Crafting: All classes will be involved in making decorations for Christmas. There will be a Christ-

mas tree in each class to fill and a big Christmas tree for the whole school that will live outside in the playground! 

Christmas cards: Each class bubble will have a box to collect their cards, and a separate one for other clas-

ses / staff, (these will be sorted and distributed after they have been in quarantine!). The cards will not be touched 

until Monday 21st when they will be given out during the class party.  

CLOSING DATE for posting is FRIDAY 18th 

 

and finally… 

Friday 18th: Christmas Jumper Day! 

Wear a Christmas jumper to school, normal uniform underneath - voluntary donation of £1:00 to the Save the Chil-

dren Charity 

Mrs Mobley to lead our virtual Christmas Service 

Singing around the school Christmas tree—videos will be shared with families! 

 

Monday 21st: Christmas Party Day! Non-uniform day 

‘Christingle’ making! 

Christmas party food at lunch 

Dress up for the party! Wear your favourite party clothes to school 

Christmas cards given out 

 

Tuesday 22nd: Wellies and Onesies Day! 

Dress for comfort for our Christmas Lunch - onesies, pyjamas, tracksuits etc 

Last laps to the ‘North Pole’ 

Christmas Dinner for staff and children together followed by movie afternoon! 

Christmas party and Christmas dinner 
The week beginning 21st December there will be two changes to the dinner menu. On Monday 21st it will 
be party food and on Tuesday 22nd it will be Christmas dinner. Sadly we are unable to invite families to 
join this year. The cost of each lunch will be £2.15—the usual cost of a school lunch. Please pay for the 
lunches via Scopay, if you have not signed up for Scopay please speak to the academy office who will 
provide you with a code.  
 
Children should have brought home a letter with details of both lunches. Please return the reply slip on the 
letter by Friday 11th December to enable the kitchen to place their food order. 
Thank you 

https://vimeo.com/482585679


Christmas at Osborne House 
Our school had the opportunity to be involved in decorat-
ing Osborne House this year.....and we were asked to do 
something based specifically on Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert.  
 
Year 5 worked very hard on little portraits and beautiful 
designs based on their initials. Then we used them to 
decorate a tree. I was very pleased with the end result 
and so proud of their superb work!  
 
If you visit Osborne over the Christmas period, be sure to 
look out for our tree: it is in the shop. 
 
Ms Hodgson 

P.E. kit 
Just a reminder that children should be wearing their school cardigans/jumpers for their P.E. lessons not 
hoodies. Now that we are in winter the weather is too cold for children to wear shorts. Children should be 
wearing navy or black jogging bottoms for P.E. please. 

Sports News 

What’s been going on in P.E. this week?  
The weather has played its part in P.E. this week. Some classes have been fortunate enough to be      
outside and the other classes have been inside using the hall.  We have played a range of different sports 
including: circuit handball, dodgeball, multi-sports and Hockey. Well done to all the classes this week.  
 
Sports Legends and Sports Class of the week 
KS1 Sports Legend of the Week:  SB (Year 2) 
This individual impressed me this week with his attitude and always being on task. He is always one of 
the first students to be ready. He has a great attitude to learning and is always very polite.  
Well done SB 
 
KS2 Sports Legend of the Week: CL (Year 5) 
I have been really impressed with this individual over the past few weeks. He comes to lessons and     
listens to what is expected. He is a very keen sportsman and is becoming a very good role model for the 
other children. He is also very caring towards his classmates.  
Well done CL  
 
Sports Class of the Week: Year 6  
Well done to Year 6 who have impressed me this week. They all came to P.E. with good attitudes and all 
got really involved.  
Well done Year 6  
 
Remember if you have any pictures of any sports you do out of school then please send them in. I can 
then put them into the Sports News.  
 
Have a great weekend.  
 
Mr Read  



Pupil Premium 

All children who currently qualify for Free School Meals based on their family circumstances are entitled 

to Pupil   Premium. This applies if you receive any of the following benefits: 

 Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less)  

 Income support 

 Income based Jobseekers Allowance 

 Guaranteed Pension Credit 

 Child tax Credit (provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income, 

as assessed by HMRC, which does not exceed £16,190) 

 Support under part VI of the immigration & Asylum Act 1999 

 Income Related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit run-on 

  

If your child is in Years R, 1 or 2 they are entitled to a free meal through the Government Universal Meal 

Scheme although you can still apply for Free School Meals.   

If you are unsure if your child qualifies for Free School Meals & Pupil Premium please phone the       

academy office on 01983 862444 for help.  

Menu subject to change due to supply availability during the pandemic.   

Universal Free School Meals  

Please remember if your child is currently in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 they can enjoy a lunch each day 

without charge irrespective of your income. If you would like to find out more about the school lunches 

please email ycurran@caterlinkltd.co.uk.  

 

Nuts 

A reminder that the academy site is a ‘nut free’ zone. We have a pupil with a severe nut allergy so would 

ask parents/carers to be vigilant when packing their children’s lunch   boxes, please check to see if any 

food items in your child’s lunch box contain nuts. Thank you. 

mailto:ycurran@caterlinkltd.co.uk


Wisdom ~ Endurance     ~     Friendship  

Important Dates for Nov 2020 - July 2021 

Friday 4th December—Deadline to return virtual Christmas raffle tickets 

Wednesday 9th December — Pupil flu vaccinations (nasal spray) 

Thursday 10th December—Virtual Christmas raffle draw  

Monday 21st December—Christmas party food—school lunch (more details to follow) 

Tuesday 22nd December—Christmas dinner—School lunch (more details to follow) 

Tuesday 22nd December – Last day of term 

Wednesday 23rd December to Thursday 31st December – Christmas holiday 

Friday 1st January – Bank holiday 

Monday 4th January – Children return to school – First day of Spring term 

Friday 12th February – Last day of term 

Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February – Half term holiday 

Monday 22nd February – Children return to school 

Friday 26th March – Last day of term 

Monday 29th March to Friday 9th April – Easter holiday 

Monday 12th April – Children return to school – First day of Summer term 

Monday 3rd May – Bank holiday 

Friday 21st May – Last day of term 

Monday 24th to Friday 28th May – Development days – academy closed to children 

Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June – Half term holiday 

Monday 7th June – Children return to school  

Friday 23rd July – Last day of term 

Monday 26th July – Start of Summer holiday 

Dinosaur Isle 

Dinosaur Isle will be open Friday and Saturday 

for the three weekends before Christmas. (4th, 

5th, 11th, 12th, 18th and 19th) 

We would like to offer all primary and pre-school 

children entry for £1 when accompanied by a full 

paying adult. Just let us know the name of your 

school when paying. 

Due to COVID restrictions we would ask that   

anyone wishing to come, books first please. 

Email dinosaur@iow.gov.uk or message on our 

Facebook page. 

 

Merry Christmas 

Dinosaur Isle 



Free training  
Available to - All Staff Parents, Carers and Families in association with St Blasius Shanklin C of E Pri-
mary Academy 
 
The Aim Group are supporting parents and families to better understand their children around things 
like Autism, Children's mental Health, Dyslexia, Challenging Behaviour, and ADHD, plus many 
more - without cost!! 
 
Are you over 19 (since 31st August 2020), lived in the UK/EU for the past three years, and not currently 
doing another government funded course? Then it is free to all 
  
So, what is the catch (I hear you ask)? There isn’t one - Courses last six weeks, usually taking some-
where between 25-30 hours (subject to your learning speed) overall to do so. There's no final exam or 
extended research required as it is all included. Upon completion you are awarded an "Official Level 2 Vo-
cational Recognised Qualification" (this is the equivalent of a Grade 5 GCSE) Our only condition of them 
being free to the individual is, you cannot withdraw once enrolled without a valid reason (this would cost 
the college money) and could mean a fine of £150 could be liable to you (But we rarely have anyone go 
forward without knowing they will complete) 
 
NCFE Cache Level 2 Certificate in Understanding Autism 
NCFE Cache Level 2 Certificate in Adverse Childhood Experiences (covers how issues in life can 
cause problems in children's mental development) 
NCFE Cache Level 2 Certificate in Understanding Children and Young People's Mental Health  
NCFE Cache Level 2 Certificate in Specific Learning Difficulties (characteristics of ADHD, ADD, 
dyslexia and dyscalculia) 
NCFE Cache Level 2 Certificate in Behaviour That Challenges 
NCFE Cache Level 2 Certificate in Learning Disabilities (Context of Supporting Individuals with 
Physical Learning Disabilities) 
 
There are also courses like 'business admin' 'IT user skills' 'adult social care' these may help with 
getting back into work and upskilling in this current environment (we are here to help) 
 
To sign up, click the below link watch the short 4-minute video (this introduces us as a company and 
explains the learning platform)  
 
https://formstack.io/
TyZSZjXRWndR4L6rW7HXEpqpL8_drGsA9XWS0F15Xgj56D1utKVODIduJM61p1nhwryxKkfT8Bkqa
3kFypAynA 
 
Then just fill in your name, email, and phone number - You will then receive an email titled 'complete your 
registration'  
 
this will direct you to our website and you need to click on 'qualifications zone' close the pop-up video [x] 
then click the orange button in the top right corner saying, 'sign up' 
 
complete the form choose your course and then Chris will be in touch shortly after to book you onto our 
quick 30-minute zoom induction which we run six times a week at 3:50 or 6:30 (Mondays/Wednesdays/
Fridays)  
 
If you have any questions, call Chris Greenfield on 0203 900 3091 extension 213 or drop him an email 
at christopher.greenfield@theaimgroup.co.uk - He will be your main point of contact 
 
Registered by 10th December - Funded spaces are unfortunately 'first come first serve' due to the 
nature of the funding, so please get in touch 
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