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NEWSLETTER NO. 22 – 5th March 2021 

Principal’s Messages: 

Dear families, 

I am sure you are as excited as we are to see all children return next 

week. We are really looking forward to hearing about how they have 

found the last two months and what they are most excited about being 

able to do once the lockdown ends. I know some teachers have set them 

work based on this recently and will be talking about it with the children 

return next week. I personally cannot wait to be able to see my friends 

and sit down to enjoy a meal with them outside at the end of the month 

(weather permitting!) so I can appreciate how much they have been 

missing their friends too. We will all have to wait a little longer for some 

parts of our lives to return to normal but getting all children back into 

schools is a very important first step. We really hope that we don’t then 

end up having to close bubbles as a result of the rules and advice not 

being followed, so please ensure you and family members isolate and 

test if you have any of the COVID symptoms. The number of cases on 

the Isle of Wight is now really low so we are optimistic things will stay ok. 

 

The governors and trustees have now approved our updated risk 

assessment so this will be available for you to view on our website. If you 

would like a copy, please let us know. One thing we all need to do as 

adults is continue social distancing and wear a mask when we cannot be 

2 metres apart. Please help us with this by making sure you wear a face 

covering when dropping off and collecting children. It is also important 

that your child stays with you when you are waiting to come in to 

minimise any risks to others. This is particularly important at the Year 2 

entrance where the car park and roads are an additional hazard. As 

before, only one adult is allowed to be present at a time from each family 

group and you must then leave straight away; we are permitted to meet 

up with one other person outside from Monday, so groups of parents 

must not congregate and chat after children have been dropped off. 

 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Mobley 

Principal 

Worship Theme: 

Courage 

Facing Our Fears 

with Courage 

Dear God 
Help us to know that 
you are close to us 

at all times, but 
especially when we 

are worried or afraid. 
Amen 

Wisdom ~ Endurance     ~     Friendship  

Diary Dates - Coming Soon 

 

Mon 8th 

March 
All children to return to 

the academy 

Fri 12th 

March 
World Book Day event - 

wear you PJs to school 

Fri 19th 

March 

Red Nose Day MUFTI £1 

donation (voluntary) 

Fri 26th 

March 
Last day of term - Easter 

break begins 

Mon 12th 

April 
New term begins 

Mon 19th 

April 
Parent Consultations 

week -  details to follow 

Academy Day Timings Reminder 
 
Year 5 and 6: start 8:45 - finish 3:00 
Year 3 and 4: start 8:50 - finish 2:55 
Year 2: start 8:55 - finish 2:50 
Year 1: start 9:00 - finish 2:45 
Reception: start 9:00 - finish 2:40  
 

http://www.stblasiusacademy.co.uk
mailto:admin@stblasiusacademy.iow.sch.uk


World Book Day 
As you may be aware, World Book Day is scheduled for Thursday 
4th March.  As our children are not returning to school until the 
8th March, we have decided to hold our World Book Day on Friday 
12th March. 
  
Our theme for the day will be ‘A book at bedtime’.  We are inviting your 
children to wear their pyjamas for the day and bring in their favourite 
book from home.  There will be an opportunity for the children to have 
a hot chocolate    during the day and they will be listening to and      
exploring lots of stories.  If they do not wish to wear their pyjamas, then 
they must wear school uniform. Please ensure they wear suitable         
footwear, although they may bring slippers to wear in the classroom if 
you wish. 
  
Throughout the day each teacher will ensure that there are a variety of 
opportunities for the children to develop a love of reading. This will be 
through sharing reading, artwork and learning about their favourite   
authors. Make sure that you keep a close eye on your child’s 
ClassDojo page that day! 
  
There is also a class reading competition!  Send in a photo of your child (via ClassDojo or they can bring 
in a copy) reading in the most unusual place. We appreciate this may be tricky due to Covid-19, so it will 
be interesting to see what you can achieve. Everyone taking part will be entered into a class draw.  The 
child whose picture is selected will receive a book of their choice up to the value of £10. 
 
Mrs Hicks 
English Lead and Year 5 Teacher 

Contact details 

Please could we remind parents to inform the academy office of any changes in telephone numbers,   

addresses or email addresses as soon as possible.  

Collection of children from school 

A reminder that only people on your child’s contact list can collect them from school.  If  you need to add 

people to your child’s list please ring or email the academy office. Thank you 

Lateral flow tests 
The Department of Health and Social Care has said households with primary school, secondary school 
and college age children, including childcare and support bubbles, can test themselves twice every week 
at home as schools return from Monday 8 March.  
There are several methods for obtaining kits. 
 Through your employer if they offer testing to employees 
 At a local test site 
 By collecting a home test kit from a test site  
 By ordering a home test kit online  
 
You can order via the link below, there is also more information and links to the other methods of 
obtaining tests. Top tip – the confirmation email that contains the code you need to finalize the order often 
goes into Junk Mail! 
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 
If you are not able to use any of the above methods, but you cannot order online, call 119. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


Sea Bean 

On Thursday, Year Five had the opportunity to meet Sarah Holding, the author of our class reading book 

Sea Bean.  They were able to ask her questions such as, ‘What inspired you to write about St Kilda?’, 

‘Where did you get your inspiration for Alice from?’ and ‘When you introduced us to Jim, were you      fore-

shadowing something really important?”. 

 

Safe to say, Sarah was incredibly impressed with how knowledgeable the children were about her book 

and the high level of questions which they asked. She also said that visiting St Blasius was her favourite 

school visit so far! 

 

The children thoroughly enjoyed this opportunity to speak to an author and it has inspired them to read 

more books.  Some children were lucky to receive signed copies of the Sea Bean trilogy.  I was incredibly 

impressed by the maturity of the children and how welcome they made Sarah feel.  Sarah even ‘tweeted’ 

about her visit! 

 

Mrs Hicks  

IPads loaned out to pupils 

If your child has been loaned an IPad to use by the academy please return 

it to school by Wednesday 10th March. They will need to be cleaned before 

their used in classrooms so we would appreciate their prompt return. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 



Lunch menu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When children return to school on Monday 8th March we will be on week 3 of the menu above. 
 
 
Nuts 
A reminder that the academy site is a ‘nut free’ zone. We have a pupil 
with a severe nut allergy so would ask parents/carers to be vigilant 
when packing their children’s lunch boxes, please check to see if any 
food items in your child’s lunch box contain nuts. Thank you. 

Important Dates from April - July 2021 

Monday 12th April - New term begins - children return to school  

Monday 19th April - Parent Consultations week -  details to follow 

Monday 3rd May - Bank Holiday 

Friday 21st May - Last day of term  

Monday 24th - Friday 28th May - DEVELOPMENT DAYS - Academy closed to children 

Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June - Half term holiday 

Monday 7th June - Children return to school  

Friday 23rd July - Last day of term 

Monday 26th July - First day of summer holiday 



Sports News 
Hi everyone,  
I hope everyone has had a good week.  We can’t wait to see everyone back next week. I am really 
looking forward to getting back to teaching all the Year groups.  
 
P.E. DAYS from Monday 8th March 2021 
Reception: Monday and Wednesday 
Year 1: Monday and Friday 
Year 2: Monday and Wednesday 
Year 3: Tuesday and Wednesday 
Year 4: Tuesday and Thursday 
Year 5: Thursday/Friday 
Year 6: Thursday/Friday 
 
Please remember that your child can come to school dressed in their 
P.E. kit if they are doing P.E. that day. Please can children wear a 
school jumper and not a hoody.  
 
We will also be aiming to hold as many of the P.E. lessons outside, so 
black/navy blue tracksuit bottoms will be needed. The children will also 
be allowed to wear their sweatshirts / coats outside for P.E. if is cold.  
 
Keeping Active 
I hope everyone has been able to get out for some daily exercise. I have 
been riding my bike to and from school, which is helping me keep active.  
 
It makes it so much nicer when the sun is shining. If you have any 
pictures of any exercise or sporting activities that you have done at 
home, then please remember to send them in to me.  
 
The weather is meant to be nice again this weekend, so I hope everyone enjoys the sunshine.  
 
Staying Fit and Healthy  
Take a look at some of these tops tips to help you stay Fit and 
Healthy.  
 

Shift It active travel 

Shift It aims to increase active and sustainable 
travel to and from all Isle of Wight schools.  Part of 
our remit is understanding the travel behaviour and 
conditions experienced at drop off and pick up 
times. 

We would like the opinions of your school 
community on how they experience the school run and how the 
experience could be improved, in the future.  Please use the survey 
link below to give us your views.  

Survey Link - https://forms.gle/EebnxwYqU4kBTQow6 

 

Keep active and keep safe 
Mr Read 

Wisdom ~ Endurance     ~     Friendship  

https://forms.gle/EebnxwYqU4kBTQow6


 

 

 

Availability of financial support for families in your communities who are struggling financially due 

to COVID-19 

As part of our connect4communities programme, and in addition to the funding distributed to childcare 
providers, schools and colleges for food vouchers and discretionary grants, we have provided Citizens 
Advice IW funding to help families and individuals with energy bills over the Winter period.  
Parents and carers can also approach Citizens Advice IW for assistance with energy costs – gas, electric 
and water. Telephone 01983 823859 or press the red button on http://islehelp.me/    
 
Please note that the team will complete a quick eligibility check and financial or other practical support will 
be provided to the family or individual seeking help. 
 
The eligibility criteria for this support - to heat homes - is wide-ranging to ensure the money is as 
accessible as possible and is as follows:  
Families with children: 

Families in receipt of benefits related free school meals 
Families including 16-18 year olds previously eligible for Free School Meals 
All children with a social worker 
All children open to Early Help 
All households with 2 - 4 year olds accessing childcare and eligible for Early Years Pupil Premium 
Households with a young carer  
Those who it is believed will struggle to afford to heat their home adequately and/or maintain a 

reasonable standard of living this winter 
 
Households without children: 

Care leavers 
Households that have been identified as going into debt for the first time 
Households or individuals with no other way of obtaining funds, e.g. those who face choosing to pay 

either rent or bills (considered unmanageable debt)  
Those who it is believed will struggle to afford to heat their home adequately and/or maintain a 

reasonable standard of living this winter 
 
Support from this fund, distributed by the Citizens Advice IW, can take the form of: 

Pre-paid energy cards or the payment of a fuel bill on behalf of an eligible household  
 
Other sources of welfare support  
Local sources of other welfare support can be found through: 

Connect 4 Communities on Isle Find It https://islefindit.org.uk/item/connect4communities/  
Connect to Support Telephone Helpline and Connect to Support Online Resources: 
https://www.iow.gov.uk/council/OtherServices/Public-Health-Coronavirus-COVID-19/Advice1 
 

About connect4communities 
‘connect4communities’ is a programme of support provided by Isle of Wight Council, in collaboration with 
other agency, voluntary and charitable partners. It is funded by the Authority’s £2.89 million COVID Winter 
Grant from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). 

http://islehelp.me/
https://islefindit.org.uk/item/connect4communities/
https://www.iow.gov.uk/council/OtherServices/Public-Health-Coronavirus-COVID-19/Advice1


Supporting Your Children and 

their Wellbeing 

The attached flyer provides free 

support for parents in helping 

understand the needs of your 

children. There are different 

focused topics including: 

Children’s Mental Health, 

Behaviour that Challenges, 

Dyslexia, ADHD and ADD.  

These courses are self referral and 

are delivered at your own pace 

online over a six week period.  

If you feel that you would like to 

discuss these opportunities with a 

member of the St Blasius Team, 

please contact  

Roger Lyon (07375658703) or  

Sam Tate (07375658702) 

Reminder for parents 
claiming ‘30 hours childcare’ 

in the summer term 2021  
All parents who are working, 

have a 3 or 4 year old and 
want to claim funded 

extended hours (30 hours 
childcare), must make sure 
they have applied to HMRC 

no later than 31 March 
2021.  

All parents with a 30 hours 
code need to make sure 

their details are up to date. 
They must do this every 
three months: https://
www.gov.uk/sign-in-

childcare-account 

http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account
https://www.gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account
https://www.gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account

