
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
St Blasius School update  and newsletter 20/3/2020 
 
Overnight, the Government published guidance for schools outlining the list of key workers. 
We share your frustration that this was released shortly after midnight this morning and as a 
result some children will have come to school today not knowing if this is their last day for a 
while, or if they are here on Monday.  
 
We will support all children as best we can today as we know that many of them who can not 
come back to school will be very sad to leave both their friends and the adults who are so 
important to them. 
 
Some parents will have noticed that I have not been in school for the last couple of days 
either and may be asking where I am and feel that I should be there to support the children, 
staff and parents in person.  
 
Unfortunately, by complete coincidence, I need to be at home with my own family in 
Northamptonshire at the moment for personal reasons as we have our own challenge to 
currently face. I am still working and in constant contact with St Blasius.   
 
I am expecting to be back at the school on Wednesday in person. I am extremely upset not 
to be there at home time today to wish our parents and children well, so please accept my 
very best wishes and prayers at this time.  
 
I am available on the phone or by e mail for any parent who may need support, please do 
get in touch. 
 
I want to assure you that we have already got plans in place to cater for children who will be 
with us from next week either because their parent is a key worker or the child has a 
safeguarding and welfare need, a social worker or an EHCP. 
 
The guidance underlines that it is important that schools remain safe places for children and 
that the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread 
and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society.  
 
Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of 
children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 
response and cannot be safely cared for at home.  
 
We will deliver a different type of provision than usual; for these children lessons and 
activities will be changed and they will be organised in whole Key Stage groups not classes 
as before.  
 
 



In addition, to try to keep our staff healthy for as long as possible, they will come to work on 
a rota basis. Children will have a different but familiar teacher and support staff member 
each day. We will only use the EYFS classroom and the Year 6 classroom unless pupil 
numbers suggest otherwise. 
 
Principals and headteachers will still make individual decisions about whether it is safe to 
open their school. If a school does not have enough staff to care for pupils safely (even 
based on the new ‘reduced provision’ approach) a full or partial closure may be necessary 
for all pupils, including those of key workers.  
 
If your child is offered a place and you choose to accept it, children will need to be to in for 
the next two weeks, in school uniform, from 8:45-3pm.  After school clubs will not take place. 
 
Children will need their PE kit in school every day. Children who qualify for a free school 
meal with be provided with a packed lunch. Children who normally bring their lunch from 
home should continue to do so. 
 
Please let us know if your child will be absent during these weeks using our normal 
procedures. 
 
We will be asking you today for information about your employment and making a note of 

where you work in order to be classed as a key worker. Please co-operate with us in full in 

order to ensure that this is accurate 

If you would like any additional information from us please contact us and we will do our best 

to help. 

Thank you for your support, for your patience and co operation and for being part of our St 

Blasius school family. 

We will look forward to the day when we re open our doors to all of our children and families 

and in the meantime I would like to share this prayer with you which you may take some 

comfort from. I have read it myself many times of late: 

 

The Serenity Prayer 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

The courage to change the things I can 

and 

The wisdom to know the difference 

 

With best wishes, 

 

 


