
St Blasius Shanklin CE Primary Academy Pupil 
Premium Statement  

  
The Pupil Premium is additional funding provided to schools and academies to raise 

attainment of disadvantaged pupils and close the gap between them and their peers.  It is 

allocated according to specific groups of children; those who are or have been eligible for 

free school meals [FSM], the children of service personnel and those who are looked after  

[in care] by the Local Authority.   

  

  

Ofsted inspected the Academy in June 2015, they noted that   

  

• The curriculum is effectively adapted to support pupils’ progress and promote 

good attainment. The adoption of an International Primary Curriculum has 

brought exciting activities into the classroom, which pupils see are relevant to 

their lives, as well as being very interesting.  

• Disadvantaged pupils make good progress. They are successfully closing the 

attainment gap on their classmates and other pupils nationally.   

• Additional funding for disadvantaged pupils is used effectively to improve their 

access to activities and support both their academic and personal 

development. Their achievement has improved well as a result.  

  

  

The funding is not ring fenced; it is for schools to decide how the Pupil Premium is spent 

since they are best placed to assess what additional provision should be made for the 

eligible pupils. However, schools are held accountable for how they use the additional 

funding to support pupils from low income families. From September 2012, this information 

must be published on the school or academy website. Included is a summary of the overall 

impact of the 2014/15 pupil premium along with how it is planned for use during 2015/16.  

  

We have high aspirations and ambitions for our children and we believe that no child should 

be left behind. We strongly believe that it is not about where you come from but your passion 

and thirst for knowledge, and your dedication and commitment to learning that make the 

difference between success and failure, and we are determined to ensure that our children 

are given every chance to realise their full potential. Pupil premium funding represents a 

significant proportion of our budget and we are committed to ensuring it is spent to maximum 

effect.  

  

We believe that one of the biggest barriers for children can be expectation and so we are 

determined to create a climate that does not limit a child’s potential in any way.  

  

The Academy has adopted the International Primary Curriculum [IPC] it is for children to 

focus on a combination of academic, personal and international learning that they will find 

innovative and exciting. It has been designed to meet national curriculum guidelines.   

  

The children learn through a series of IPC units of work. Each unit of work has a theme that 

the children find interesting and relevant. Some subjects including english and mathematics 

remain discrete but the IPC approach runs through all that we do.  

   

  

Context of the Academy  



  

St Blasius Shanklin Cof E Primary Academy is situated in the ward of Shanklin South.  

Shanklin is a coastal town on the south coast of the Isle of Wight. Our Academy currently  

has 187 pupils on roll, with a higher than average number of pupils in receipt of free school 

meals [currently 45] and pupil premium [this year funded on 74 pupils]. Child poverty on the 

IOW is believed to be between 20 – 30% and the ward of Shanklin South is judged to be 

among 21 – 40% most deprived areas of England.   

  

Overall vision for the Academy  

  

Our Vision is to create, within a framework of Christian values, a thriving and successful 

Academy that sets the highest aspirations for children’s attainment and behaviour and 

enables children to excel academically and socially.  

   

In order to achieve this vision, we aim to:  

   

• Develop and maintain positive relationships between all adults and children based on 

mutual respect and trust.   

• Provide a safe, secure and stimulating working environment for all.   

• Provide a range of challenging and enjoyable learning experiences that will equip children 

to become life-long learners and raise their aspirations.   

• Encourage children to develop positive attitudes to learning and behave appropriately.   

• Be welcoming at all times, work in partnership and offer opportunities for the family to be 

involved in the life of the Academy.   

• Develop links between our Academy, the church and the community.   

• Make our Academy a happy, fun and enjoyable place to be.   

• Create an environment which allows all children to learn and celebrate children’s efforts 

and achievements.   

• Provide a broad, balanced and appropriate curriculum that meets the needs and interests 

of our children.   

• Enable children to become co-operative, independent, responsible learners who can 

communicate effectively.  

   

Children’s education should be personalized and inclusive, ensuring excellence for all.  It will 

raise standards and transform the life chances of the community the Academy serves.  

  

  

Objectives of Pupil Premium Spending  

  

When making decisions about using pupil premium funding, it is important to consider the 

context of the academy and the subsequent challenges. Common barriers for eligible 

children can be less support at home, weak language and communication skills, lack of 

confidence, more frequent behaviour difficulties, and attendance and punctuality issues. 

There may also be complex family situations that prevent children from flourishing.  

  

Through targeted interventions we are working to eliminate barriers to learning and progress. 

For children who start school with low attainment on entry, our aim is to ensure that they 

make accelerated progress in order to reach age-related expectations as they move through 

the school.  

  

We will ensure that:  



• ALL teaching and support staff are involved in analysis of data and identification of 

pupils  

• ALL staff are aware of who their pupil premium and vulnerable children are  

• ALL pupil premium children benefit from the funding, not just those who are 

underperforming  

• Underachievement at all levels is targeted, not just lower attaining pupils  

  

We will maximise the time children have to “keep up” through:  

• Improving attendance and punctuality  

• Providing early intervention  

  

We will ensure that the additional support we provide is effective by:  

• Looking at the individual needs of each child and identifying their barriers to learning  

• Ensuring support staff and class teachers communicate effectively  

• Using staff leaders to organise and oversee intervention groups  

• Matching the skills of support staff to the interventions they provide   

  

We have used available resources to support and inform our choices. These include the 

Sutton Trust, Ofsted’s ‘Good Practice’ Series, the Education Endowment Foundation along 

with the information and resources gained at a conference held by Sir John Dunford, the 

government’s Pupil Premium Champion in 2014.  

  

We self-evaluate to ensure that our provision is relevant and flexible to the children that we 

have in our care.  

  


