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Principal’s Messages: 
 
Dear families, 
 
Well who would have thought when we came back on 4th January 
that we would have had a term like this! One moment we had all 
our children and staff with us and then that evening we were told to 
close to many children within 48 hours. We do not underestimate 
how tough this has been for families. Many of you have shown 
such great perseverance with getting to grips with joining the 
teacher and pupils here at the academy using technology, some 
have used paper work-packs and others have spent some time 
here and some at home. I know the teachers have said this many 
times but I want to say again that you are doing a great job and 
trying your best despite the challenges you have faced. Please 
remember to complete our Remote Learning Survey if you get the 
chance at https://forms.gle/TWNnhMEuZhjezevF9 
The survey will remain open until Friday 26th February. 
 
You, like us, can have a week off school work next week, although 
we appreciate life at home may not be easy with the other 
pressures many of you are facing. I was blown away by the 
generosity of our local community in providing a mountain of food 
and other items for those connected to the academy who are in 
need. I echo the thanks given on page 4 of this newsletter. If you 
need help with food, or anything else, we are here for you and will 
assist in any way we can.   
 
It has been lovely to see some sunshine today given how bitterly 
cold it has been all week. I am hoping to take some time next week 
to get out for some (very!) fresh air and exercise while we are 
closed for the half term break. Please bear in mind that staff have 
been working really hard for the last six weeks to juggle blended 
learning and will not be looking at Class Dojo or responding to 
emails or calls until we return on Monday 22nd February. We look 
forward to the update that week on whether schools be re-opening 
from 8th March. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mrs Mobley 
Principal 

Worship Theme: 

Endurance 

Perseverance and Self 

Belief 

Dear God 

Give us the self-belief to 

persevere when the task is 

hard and the odds are 

against us. 

Amen  

Wisdom ~ Endurance     ~     Friendship  

Safeguarding Statement 
 

St Blasius Shanklin C of E Primary Academy is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and young people. We expect all staff, 

visitors and volunteers to share this commitment. For more information, 
please click here to see our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy. If you 
have any concerns regarding the safeguarding of any pupils, please contact 

our Designated Safeguarding leads: Mrs Mobley (Principal), Mr Lyon 
(Assistant Principal), Mrs Tate (Family Liaison Officer). 

Trust Updates 

Thank you to 
those of you who 
were able to join 
the presentation 
with members of St Blasius, PWDAT and 
DCAT this week. We can now share with 
you a copy of the presentation and the 
updated questions and answers gathered 
from meetings at all three PWDAT 
schools. Please find these here on our 
school website. You can still submit your 
queries using this link https://
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
DCATQuestion or by letting any member 
of the St Blasius Team know your 
question. 

We look forward to meeting the DCAT 
team in person next term and will 
forward dates for meetings with you as 
soon as we have them. 
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The Isle of Wight Youth Trust 

The Isle of Wight Youth Trust is looking to better understand the impact 

of COVID-19 on young Islander’s emotional wellbeing and mental health. 

We strongly believe that this is an important next step in ensuring that as 

we recover and restore services across the Island community, we are led 

by the voices of our young people. To this end, we are conducting a 

pulse-check to build on our findings from our survey last Summer . 

 

Young Islanders aged 11-25 years can anonymously complete the 

survey online at www.iowyouthtrust.co.uk/survey between 

1st February and 28th February 2021. Those who complete it have the 

option to enter the draw to win one of two £50 Amazon Gift      

Vouchers. 

  

The Youth Trust will be publicly releasing findings from this survey once analysis has been completed. 

We will be asking students which school they attend and will be able to provide school specific results up-

on request. 

   

We are also planning on conducting our Island Youth Mental Health Census in May/June this year. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Felicity Radak Training and Advocacy Manager  

The Isle of Wight Youth Trust 

01983 529569 

Groovy Grandad written by Margaret Young 

Margaret is a retired teacher living on the Island. She has written her first children’s book ‘Groovy      

Grandad’ which is due to be published at the beginning of March. Her website www.groovygrandad.co.uk 

is up and running now if parents and children would like to have a look. Thank you 

Dogs on site 

Just a reminder that due to health and safety reasons dogs are not permitted on any part of the academy 

site (playgrounds, car parks etc) Thank you. 

http://www.iowyouthtrust.co.uk/survey


Lunch menu for children attending school 

Work of the Week Corner 

Year 5 have been learning about the poet Benjamin Zephaniah. They looked 
at his poem ‘The British’ which is written in the style of a recipe. They then 
worked hard to produce a similarly styled poem of their own about school. I 
am so pleased with the work they have done, both learning at home and in 
the classroom. Here are a couple of examples... 

Mrs Hicks 

 

What do you think 

is needed for a 

successful school? 



Sports News 

I hope everyone has had a good week. Let’s hope the weather starts to get warmer soon. I am not liking 

this cold weather.  

Skipping Challenge 

A massive well done to all the Year 1 children who are in school as they completed the Skipping 

challenge that I set  this week. All the children got involved and even Mrs Corbett had a go. A massive 

well done to all the children and the teachers who took part: if you didn't, see this week’s below!                                                          

Feel Good Friday 

Well done everybody for making it through another 

difficult term. We are all very proud of you. Today 

your challenge is to GET UP AND DANCE!!! 

I hope everyone has a nice half term. Relax and 

recharge your batteries ready for another term. I 

hope to see you all very soon.  

 

STAY ACTIVE AND STAY SAFE.  

Mr Read  

Wisdom ~ Endurance     ~     Friendship  

Food donations 
Thank you to a local Shanklin group ‘Socialising Buddies’ who have been doing some amazing work in the 
Shanklin area with their ‘Feed the Island Campaign’. 
 
Also to Alan Jones from ‘Breakfast in the Bay’ who is also supporting families in the local community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A massive thank you from the St Blasius team to Miss Brayley, for organising the 

distribution of the food into the local community.  



Online safety at home 
With the majority of children still learning from home, they will be spending more time online doing their 
school work, playing games or watching videos. Technology is hugely valuable for education, as well as a 
way to keep in touch with friends and family. However it’s important we all consider how we can support 
children’s online safety during this lockdown, and always. Here’s some information about what your child 
may enjoy online and what you can do to help keep them safer: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Steps you can take to help your child stay safer online 

 
 

 
Sharing pictures: 
Using devices like phones and tablets to 
share pictures and videos can be a great way 
for children to have fun and stay in touch with 
friends and family.   It’s really important your 
child knows what’s ok to share online and 
what they should check with you first. 

 
Watching videos: 
Children love to watch videos and YouTube is 
always a firm favourite! But sometimes children 
can be exposed to videos that are not meant for 
them. YouTube Kids is a safer way for children 
to explore their interests. You can find more   
information about this on YouTube: what parents 
need to know . 

Remember, primary-age children should be    
supervised at all times when online. 

 
More information? 
Thinkuknow is the education programme from the National Crime Agency’s Child Protection Command 
CEOP (NCA-CEOP) whose aim is to protect children and young people from sexual abuse online. 
For more information, advice and guidance, visit their parents website and download their home      
activity worksheets for fun, online safety activities to do with your family at: www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

Parental controls: Parental controls have been designed to help you manage your 
child's online activities. There are various types, some of which are free but others which 
can be bought. However, nothing is totally fool proof so this shouldn't replace the       
support and guidance you  give your child to help keep them safer.  For more information 
and step by step instructions on setting up parental controls, visit Parental Controls &  
Privacy Settings Guides - Internet Matters. 

Supervise their online activity: Keep the devices your child uses in communal areas of 
the house such as the living room or kitchen, where an adult is able to supervise. Primary
-age children should not access the internet in private spaces alone, such as in a        
bedroom or bathroom. 

Explore together and chat little and often: Ask your child to show you their favourite 
apps, games and sites and encourage them to teach you how to use these. Ask them if 
anything ever worries them online. Make sure they know they won’t be in trouble and can 
get help by talking to you or another adult they trust if anything happens online that 
makes them feel worried, sad or scared. 

For more information about online safety please visit: 
 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 
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Half Term Challenge 

Get active this half term and share your action shot to be in with a chance of winning a voucher from a 

local shop. 

Whether it’s a home workout, cycle ride or walk in your local area let’s all stay active! 

 

Enter as many photos as you like, the more you submit the better your chances of winning! To enter send 

your action selfie to sports.unit@iow.gov.uk by midnight on Sunday 21 February. 

5 winners will be selected at random and will be able to select a voucher to spend at Love Running,     

Rapanui, Wight Trash or Adrian’s Bike Shop. 

 

Please remember to stay safe this half term. Make space from people who aren’t in your household or 

bubble when getting your action selfie! 

#HandsFaceSpace #KeepTheIslandSafe 

 

IW Council Sports Unit  




