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Wednesday 3rd February 2021 
Dear parents and carers, 
PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER St Blasius TO THE DIOCESE OF CHICHESTER ACADEMY TRUST 
 
As you know, our school is part of the Portsmouth and Winchester Diocesan Academies Trust 
(PWDAT), a multi-academy trust accountable to the Secretary of State for Education for our school’s 
performance. Our school benefits from membership of PWDAT through support for school 
improvement, for children with additional needs, and for many of the administrative functions, 
particularly finance, that are necessary to keep the school running.  This enables Principals and staff 
to focus their time and energy on supporting your child’s learning and development.   
 
The Board of Directors of PWDAT have been working for some time to find another, larger multi-
academy trust to which our school can transfer, in light of the limited resources available to PWDAT, 
which has only three primary schools.  As a result, we are now working to transfer our school to the 
Diocese of Chichester Academy Trust (DCAT), a larger, successful multi-academy trust.  St Columba’s 
CE Primary School joined DCAT from PWDAT in January 2020. The Directors and CEO of PWDAT have 
ongoing positive relationships with colleagues in DCAT and we are working together to ensure that 
the re-brokerage process is a smooth and successful one. 
 
Information about DCAT is available on the school website and on DCAT’s own website 
(https://dcat.academy/). DCAT is a Church majority trust, shares our vision and values, and will 
support us in developing all aspects of the school’s life. As leaders we believe that the additional 
capacity of a larger trust will enable us to focus more resources on teaching and learning, and 
therefore be better equipped to develop support for every child. Most changes will be behind the 
scenes; DCAT will continue to support local leaders and governors to run their own schools and to 
work with their local communities to meet the needs of their children. We are not proposing any 
change to the school name, to the school uniform. Children will continue on roll, in the same class 
groups, and with the same staff to support them.   
 
As we are unable to meet you in person at the moment because of COVID-19 restrictions, we have 
arranged a virtual meeting so that you can talk to school leaders and representatives of DCAT, to hear 
more about the proposals, and to ask questions.  
 
The meeting for St Blasius will be 6:30pm on Monday the 8th February, details of how to join will 
come separately.  In addition, on the school website you will find answers to what we think will be 
common questions.  We invite you to ask your own questions of our DCAT colleagues using the link 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DCATQuestion; who will publish updated questions and 
answers periodically.  If you have a question specific to the needs of your child which you would like 
to discuss, please leave your name and phone number on the online form and someone will get back 
to you.  
 
Yours faithfully, 

                                                                          
Mrs Nicki Mobley         Mrs Fiona Perkins 
Principal           CEO (PWDAT)  
 

https://dcat.academy/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DCATQuestion

